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NAVPGSCOLINST 1650.2A 
CAPTAIN JOHN C. WOELFEL AWARD 
1. Background 
a. Award was endowed by the late CAPT J. c. Woelfel, USN 
(RET), and was first presented in 1964. 
b. Awardee receives an engraved wrist watch. 
c. The normal inscription is: 
(NAME OF RECIPIEN'l') 
WOELFEL AWARD 
(YEAR OP THE AWARD) 
d. CAPT Woelfel was a 1927 Naval Academy graduate. He 
served in numerous engineering billets and, as Chief Engineer of 
the USS PHOENIX (CL-47), became acting Commanding Officer during 
the attack on Pearl Harbor and successfully got the ship underway 
and out of danger. He was assigned to the Naval Postgraduate 
School in Annapolis as Officer-In-Charge (now curricular Officer) 
of Design Engineering and later commanded Long Beach Naval 
Shipyard. Following retirement in 1955 he served as Manager, 
Domestic and Foreign Shipping, Richfield Oil Company. He died in 
December 1982. 
e. The award is presented annually at the June graduation to 
the outstanding Naval Engineering student graduating during the 
past year. 
2. Action 
a. The responsible action officer is the Naval Engineering 
curricular Officer (Code 34). 
b. The nominating authority is the NPS Selection Committee 
with approval of the Superintendent. 
c. The Naval Engineering Awards board is made up of the 
Naval Engineering curricular Officer, the Mechanical Engineering 
Department Chairman, and the Naval Engineering Academic 
Associate. Individual faculty input is encouraged. 
d. The award is made on the basis of academic achievement, 
research excellence, and leadership potential. 
e. The committee meets prior to the end of the fourth week 
of the spring quarter. 
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